
GOLDEN RULES

All nouns are capitalized!

Dative plural nouns must end with “n”.

Word order of statements:

1. conjugated verb – 2nd position (other verb parts {separable prefix, verb infinitive, past participle} take last position)

2. subject either before the conjugated verb or after the conjugated verb

3. time – manner – place:  Ich fahre am morgen mit dem Bus zur Schule.

4. pronouns take precedence over nouns (subject, direct object, indirect object)

5. noun objects: indirect object (dative) before direct object (accusative)

Verb : most important, conjugate according to the subject; key position in the sentence

Subject/nominative case: Who or what is doing the action?

Direct Object/accusative case: Whom or what is being acted upon?

Indirect Object/dative case: For whom/what or to whom/what?

Prepositions: In what relation are the objects to each other in your sentence? In, under, with, since, at, from.... Watch for cases of the article, adjective, noun, pronoun etc. following the preposition.

Word order of questions:

1. Start with conjugated verb – yes /no questions

2. use a question word (warum, wann, wer, wie, ...) (conjugated verb follows second, subject third)

Modal verbs 

Conjugate the modal verb, place in 2nd position in main sentence. (The verb that reflects the action takes last position in the infinitive.) 

möchten (subjunctive form of mögen)

wollen

müssen

können

sollen

mögen

dürfen

Prepositions taking different cases:

	Accusative
	Dative
	Dative or Accusative
	Genitive

	bis – till, until

durch - through

entlang – along

für - for

gegen - against

ohne - without

um – around, at


	aus – out of, from ..

außer – except for 

bei – at, near

gegenüber von – across from

mit – with, by

nach – after, to

seit – since 

von – from, of

zu – to 
	...taking dative when preposition relates to a place: ... where?

... in or at what place?

...taking accusative when preposition relates to a motion towards a place:  ... where to?
in (in, into), an (on), auf (on, to, at), hinter (behind), neben (next to), über (above, over), unter (under), vor (in front), zwischen (between)
	anstatt, statt – instead of 

trotz – in spite of

während – during

wegen- because of 




GRAMMAR CHARTS – PART 2








Verb ending of modals: 1st and 3rd person singular are the same





Stem vowel changes only in singular form for the following verbs: will, muß, kann, mag, darf








